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MEDREG Gathers Electricity Stakeholders to Strengthen Market Integration and
Resilience in the Mediterranean

Madrid, 26 November 2025

Today in Madrid, regulators, policymakers, system operators and stakeholders from across the
Mediterranean region convened for a MEDREG high-level Workshop titled “Powering the Lights:
Energy Regulation, Resilience and Regional Integration in the Mediterranean”. The dialogue aimed to
identify concrete recommendations to enhance cross-border electricity interconnections and
strengthen electricity system resilience across the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Energy systems are increasingly interdependent. In this regard, this workshop gathered relevant
actors to discuss how to step up efforts to improve electricity interconnections and reinforce
coordination to ensure the security of supply. In his keynote speech, Spain’s Secretary of State for
Energy, Joan Groizard, emphasised the vital importance of strengthening grid infrastructure to
guarantee the security of supply, advance electrification, and ensure affordable prices for all citizens.

Openingthe discussions, MEDREG President Veljko Vasiljevic stated:

"The replacement of traditional electricity producers, such as thermal and nuclear power plants, with
renewable energy sources represents a significant step forward in environmental sustainability.
However, these new technologies still fall shortin terms of generation continuity and system stability,
even when complemented by battery energy storage systems. This reality underscores the need for
further development of system integration and power interconnection.

MEDREG is determined to advance market integration of electricity networks through the elaboration
of a non-binding Mediterranean Grid Code, designed to ensure interoperability of cross-border
interconnection. Focusing on projects in North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean, MEDREG will
also support regulatory frameworks for cross-border electricity interconnections."

Cristina Lobillo from the European Commission underscored the strategic role of southern shore
countries in Mediterranean energy security, noting:

“The Mediterranean can become a renewable energy powerhouse, but only if we fully unleash private
investment through market-based, transparent and interoperable regulatory frameworks. This is why
strong, independent regulators and enhanced Euro-Mediterranean cooperation are essential to
deliver a truly integrated, secure and resilient regional energy system.”

Angel Garcia Castillejo, Vice-President of the Spanish National Authority for Markets and
Competition (CNMC) and host of the workshop, added:
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“More than 25 years after the creation of the internal energy market, electricity interconnections
between the Iberian Peninsula and the rest of Europe remain below 5%. This clearly reflects an
insufficient level of energy integration and continues to constrain the security of supply,
competitiveness, and efficiency of the European energy system.”

The first panel, composed of representatives of international institutions and industry, and
Presidents of Moroccan and Portuguese energy regulators, explored interconnection policies
and cross-border trade. They discussed regulatory incentives for resilience, black-start procedures,
demand response, market design for balancing renewables with dispatchable capacity, and
institutional frameworks to enhance regional cooperation. They concluded that interconnections
constitute a prerequisite for the energy transition.

In the second panel, TSOs and regulators from the EU and North Africa shared perspectives on
electrification and how to build a safe, resilient electricity system. Key topics included grid stability,
energy storage, renewable integration and variability, interconnection capacity, digitalisation, and
smart grids. The discussions aimed to draw actionable recommendations for enhancing system
resilience and integration.

The outcomes of these discussions will be compiled in a report to be published next month.
Meanwhile, MEDREG Members will gather at their General Assembly on 27 November to adopt a
series of critical reports prepared throughout 2025. These studies cover power losses, adequacy
mechanisms, measures to reduce emissions, dynamic regulation, and green electricity trading,
offering concrete recommendations and best practices to improve the security of electricity supply
and advance the energy transition across the Mediterranean.
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MEDREG is the Association of Mediterranean Energy Regulators, which brings together 28 regulators
from 23 countries around the Mediterranean Basin. MEDREG promotes a common regulatory culture
for energy markets, encouraging regional integration, sustainable development, and consumer
protection through cooperation, knowledge exchange, and institutional strengthening.

MEDREG is co-funded by the European Union.

For more information, visit www.medreg-regulators.org

CNMC is the Spanish National Markets and Competition Commission (Comision Nacional de los
Mercados y la Competencia). It is a public regulatory and competition authority that promotes and
defends the proper functioning of markets in Spain for the benefit of consumers and businesses.
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